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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


Where Are Yon I 


f BT8.K. MINNICH. 

Kuskin sav* : -'For » person starting out in life 
three things are essential : 1. Where are you 'i 
2. Wh«ro are yon {going? 3. What in the beat 
thing to do under the circumstances T 

These questions deserve more than a passing 
thought from old as well as yonng. The Psalmist 
asked : "What is man f" Grecian philosophers 
said, "Man, know thyself" And it is said "The 
greatest study of man is man/' But little study 
or thought is given by the masses to the body. 

, How very little do the masseB know about the 
organs ot the body, and how little do they seem lo 
oars about keeping, these organs in the vigor of 
health. Why, the mass of mankind seem to be 
trying to numb, paralize and kill the body. They 
eat opium, or smoke and chew tobacco, or drink 
intoxicating liquors. They pay no attention to 
diet, but eat whatever a depraved appetite craves. 
And then, when they have violated every law ol 
their being, and tbey sicken and die it is called a 
"dispensation of Providence," 

"Where are you V* Are yon in the light, or 
are yon in the darkness ? Are you a freeman or 
are you a bondsman ? Are you bound down by 

' the "traditions of the elders," or are you in the 
freedom of the Gospel? We are in a free country 
and every man can worship God according to the 
dictates of his conscience. But conscience is a 
hard master (when not enlightened,) and keeps 
men in bondage, not to the trnth but to a lie. 
Onr light is not from Him who is "all light," but 
our knowledge comes from onr fellows who are 
full of darkness. We must not conclude that be- 
cause we live in a free country, we are free ; nor 
because we live in an age of great light and wis- 
dom, we possess all knowledge. There is no much 
ignorance, superstition, and prejudice in the world, 
and in all hearts, that few are able to give an in- 

^ telligent answer to the question, Where are yoo ? 
When we have done the best we can to answer 
the first question, we are ready for the Becond, 
"Where are you going?" Are yon going to hon- 
or and renown, or are you going to infamy and 
disgrace? Are you going to heaven, or are you 
going to the underworld? What is the "direc- 
tion," and on what "road" are you traveling? 
Are you on the highway ol holiness, or are you on 
the broad road of unrighteousness ? Are you on 
the road to school, to college, to church, or are 
you on the road to the saloon or gambling den ? 
Reader, if you are just starting out in life, be sure 

f you start on the right road. And if yon have 
been on the road for a long time, it will be wisdom 
for you to thoughtfully, candidly, and prayerfully 
ask yourself, "Where am I going?" 

Now, let us meditate on the last question, 
"What is the best thing to do under the circum- 
stances?" The first thing to do is to find out what 
the "circumstances" are. Are we on the right road ? 
Are the circumstances such that we may know the 
right road ? Has our early training and our life 
been on the high plane of freedom and right ? or 
has onr childhood been cramped and dwarfed, so 
that in youth and in mature age, we find ourselves 
enslaved to these early teachings and trainings ? 

' If we take a thoughtful view of "»ll the circum- 
stances," we will find some things in onr early 
training and life that tend to blind our vision and 
dwarf onr understanding. Prom this fact it is 
difficult, often, to determine the circumstances, 
and, hence, also hard to decide on the beat thing 
to do under the circumstances." The best thing to 
do is to shake off our prejudices (it will take a big 
shake,) and to rid ourselves of selfishness, it will 
take much prayer and fasting. 

It we are on the wrong road, the best thing to 
do is to stop, here, now, and at once, retrace our 
steps^— cast off the sin that doth encompass us— 
and seek until we find the right way. And if we 
are, on the right road, the best thing to do is to 
"keep" on the right road, "know yon are right, and 
then go ahead" >ads to honor in this life and to 
happiness in the life to come. 
Andrews, Ind. 


Is this Philosophy t 

BY MILLKR. if. D. CALIFORNIA. 

"%00 you through philosophy and vain daeeU."— FSvi. 
William S. Chessman, M. D. of Auburn, N. Y. 
Iu i a recent article, atompied t> account on natural 
principles, for the joyous phenomena, frequently 
attending death, and to reduce it to a strictly phil- 
osophical basis in the following terms : 

"Strains ot seraphic music, and visions of un- 
speakable brightness, attending the act and article 
of death, are sufficiently accounted for as a final 
phosphorescence ot nerve-oell, aflame with fever, 
and deprived of their supply of blood by the fail- 
ure of the circulatory powers." With a certain 
class of H called philosophers, this, no doubt is a 
satisfactory solution of the joyous phenomena 
frequently attendiug the death-bed scene ot the 
truly pious. . But let us analyze this piece of pre- 
sumptuous medical philosophy. 

It is predicated of those who hear "strains of ser- 
aphic music" or see "visions of unspeakable bright- 
ness" anterior to death that it is caused by "a final 
phosphorescence of nerve-cell, aflame With fever." 
Now, if so, that party dying from any type of lever, 
should see these sights and hear these nounds, for 
all that would be required to prodt.ee them, would 
be to illuminate the "phosphorescence of nerve- 
cell," by igniting it with, "a flame ot fever." Now, 
is this a fact ? The every day experience ol every 
intelligent physician in the land, the experience of 
every nurse, the experience ot hundreds and thou- 
sands ot families, the experience of multitudes of 
dying, all over the earth's surface, give a most em- 
phatic negation to this assertion. In fact the as- 
sertion stands out isolated and alone, on the unsup- 
ported assertion, or mere ipse dixit ot Dr. Chees- 
man ; unsupported by a single fact, and unsupport- 
able. 

Again. If the "phosphorescence of nerve-cell, 
aflame with fever," accounted for this phenomenon, 
the party dying with the largest accumulation of 
phuephorus should see the brightest visions, and 
hear the sweetest music. But it is equally well 
known to every physician that parties dying under 
the influence of phosphoretic poisoning as a rule 
die with the most gloomy forebodings ; not a single 
case, as far as my knowledge extends, of phosphor- 
etic poisoning ever saw those sights or heard those 
sounds. 

Again, is it nut passing strange that we have no 
account of Infidel, ot Jew, Mohammedan, Greek, 
or Heathen, who ever had a sufficient accumulation 
of this "phosphorescence of nerve-cell aflame with 
fever," \o produce this phenomenon in tbero ? Has 
Christianity alone the power to produce this pecu- 
liar "phosphorescence" ? Or does it alone produce 
the "aflame with fever V Which is it, will the wise 
Dr. Cbeesman please tell na ? As an essential 
predicate for his "philosophy and vain deceit." Ohl 
how many in this age mistake the seat of the Vam- 
pire for the chair of philosophy, the stool of the 
novice tor the throne of the reasoner, and from 
thence fulminate their infidel spleen as the 
culmination of human erudition; and try to 
spoil the Christian faith, by reducing all Christian 
fact, to a level, with their "pihlosophy and vain 
deceit" A Christian lady in New York lay dy- 
ing, weeping friends had gathered round, she asked 
for a mirror; gazing for a moment on her emaciated 
features she handed it back with a smile, and 
sweetly sang with her expiring breath, 

"Ah while ye hear my heart's strings break, 
How sweet the moments roll : 
A mortal paleness on my cheek, 
But glory in my soul." 

That was a "phosphorescence of nerve -cell 
aflame with lever," according to Dr. Cheesman, 

Dying, the immortal Fletcher shouted, "Ol for a 
gale, a gale of grace to wait my spirit home." 
"phosphorescence of nerve-cell aflame! with fever" 
says Dr. Cbeesman, and yet there was no fever in 
his case, Stephen dying in the midst of a shower 
of stones hailed from Jewish malice, had such a 
superabundance of this "Phosphorescence," that 
his face shone "as it bad been the face of an angel." 
He declared be "saw the glory of God" * * *And 
JesusBtanding on hia right hand" — Dr. Chessman's 
Philosophy saysjall this is "sufficiently accounted 
for as a final "phosphorescence of nerve-cell aflame 
with fever." Not much time for "Fever" in this 


ease. Snob coward thrust * at Christian expfritnoe 
can only react like the Astraliiin's b -nrrsvig on 
the head of the hand that hurled it. ' 1 his be 
"phosphorescence" ignited by "*' flame of fever ;" 
it is ardently, hej»ed that Dr. Cheesman will not 
object U> the following prayer uttered while "phos- 
phorescence" is at its minimum and fever absent: 
Lord God Almighty, the God ot Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, the God and Father of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, the hope and confidence of at- 
who love and Berve thee, the light and life and sal- 
vation of a ruined world, who often ha* and all 
ways can make a dying bed as "soft as downy pil- 
lows are. "When Dr. Cheesman comes to die, so 
fill his bead with this Christian "phosphorescence." 
Nay. every "nerve-oell" in his whole body, and so 
kindle the whole with such "a flame" of (Christian) 
"Fever", that dying, he may see not only celestial 
brightness, but the "glory ol God." That he may 
hear not only "Strains of seraphic music," but that 
hie own soul may be so tuned in harmony with it, 
that he with his latest breath may triumphant shout : 

Lend 1 Lend ! your wings, 
1 mount, I fly. 

O ! grave where is thy Victory, 
O I death where is thy sting. 

Amen, and thus resliise the foolishness of "phil- 
osophy and vain deceit" and dying, undo his lite 
work. 


Seedless Raisins. 


BY D. BAILEY, 

Enterprising fruit men have lately evolved a 
seedless grape to be nsed in the productions of 
raisins. Every one knows lhat seeds are some- 
what ot a nuisance in a raisin, bo ot course the new 
fruit is deservedly popular; but as a fruit, to a 
botanist, it is a monstrosity. 

The fruit of a plant is the receptacle, the pro- 
tection of the seed, the life-germ of the future 
plant. It will be seen then, that growers in adopt 
ing this frnit to the desires of men, have degraded 
it to a nonentity in the economy of nature. 

It was not my solo purpose, however, to write 
an essay on fruit culture. There are fruits and 
fruits, and I have discovered seed less raisins in 
the church. They are those who in adapting 
themselves to the world, have dwarfed their relig- 
ions life to nothingness ; there is within the.trf no 
germ ot the future life ; they have so long been led 
by their worldly associates that they are afraid to 
say that their souls are their own and that they 
can bestow it where they will. 

They live under the mistaken notion that "as tar 
as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men," 
means that they shall do "anything for peace," 
and so, if they have any ideas of their own, they 
give way to their more aggressive neighbors and 
live in a state of peace which is spiritual death. 

If you wish a neighbor who will not antagonize 
you, they are very agreeable, but as Christians 
they have lost the vital element. Christians 
must be aggressive, the enemy of souls could de- 
sire nothing better than a "seedless raisin" in the 
church. Ot course he will not fight for the devil 
either, but he is able to do his own fighting and 
asks for nothing better than to be left alone. Let 
us turn our backs on this world-pleasing demon, 
and present onr sharpest angles to the smooth 
worn bottom to prevent us from drifting with the 
world. Let us not be "seedless raisins," 

Importance Of Keeping Children Pare. 
A rural paper says, "Howldoes the nasty worm 
get into the apple and other fruits and spoil them ?" 
and answers the question thus: "The egg is de- 
posited in the flower. The worm, as soon as hatch- 
ed, eats iu way into the embryo apple. It works 
its way into the center of the fruit, where it re- 
mains any grows with the growth of the apple, it 
ripening and falling earlier in consequence. The 
worm seeks a way out, working its way in the 
ground or under the bark, where it spins a cocoon 
irora which it comes as a winged destroyer of 
fruit." What an illustration is here of the import- 
ance of keeping children pure 1 Whence comes 
the evil element that ruins the man or the woman 
at maturity ? In moat instances the seed of vice 
was sown in the flower of childhood. It was then 
that the germ of the liar, the libertine, the default 
erwasBown. The smiling face of the child, the 
winning ways of the youth, the courtesy of the man, 
covered all the while the egg that was deposited 
in the flower. — Christian Advocatb. 


